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To the Editor:

Re filn Elite Schools, a Dip in Blacks and Hispanicso (front page, Aug.
18):

We do not need test results to tell us what we already know. Black
children in urban schools receive an inferior education. No amount of
test preparation can make up for years of social, cultural and
educational neglect.

Any real gains in the closing of the so-called achievement gap in the
early grades in New York City are lost in the middle grades. These are
the years when black children, boys in particular, are destroyed by the
school system.

Can we blame institutional racism? Absolutely! Black children too
often suffer from less qualified teachers and inadequate facilities.

The Campaign for Fiscal Equity successfully sued New York State
over school financing. Now someone should challenge New York City
for its educational neglect of black children.

Bernard Gassaway

Jamaica, Queens, Aug. 18, 2006

The writer is a former principal of Beach Channel High School and a
former senior superintendent of alternative schools and programs
for New York City.



