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To the Editor:

Re "City Will Offer Housing Subsidy to Lure Teachers" (front page, April 
19): 

Providing teachers with a housing subsidy is a very good start. Now the 
city Education Department must tie all teacher incentives to student 
achievement. 

The system currently has too many math and science teachers who fail 
50 to 100 percent of their students. I have long argued that students do 
not fail alone. Parents, teachers and administrators must fit into this 
failure equation.

I would challenge the city to go a step further. Seize some property from 
mega-development projects through eminent domain and build 
"affordable housing" for teachers. Do the same to build new schools. 
This would be a feasible alternative to building schools in playgrounds 
and stacking elementary, middle and high schools in the same building.

I would also remind city officials that another, less expensive, way to 
retain good teachers is to respect them.

Bernard Gassaway
Jamaica, Queens, April 19, 2006
The writer is the former senior superintendent of alternative schools 
and programs for New York City. 


